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CONTAGION

Whatever man sees, feels, or in any way takes cog-
nizance of, must be caught through mind; inasmuch
as perception, sensation, and consciousness belong to
mind and not to matter. Floating with the popular
current of mortal thought without questioning the re-
liability of its conclusions, we do what others do,
believe what others believe, and say what others say.
Common consent is contagious, and it makes disease
catching.

People believe in infectious and contagious diseases,
and that any one is liable to have them under certain
predisposing or exciting causes. This mental state pre-
pares one to have any disease whenever there appear the
circumstances which he believes produce it. Ifhe believed
as sincerely that health is catching when exposed to con-
tact with healthy people, he would catch their state of
feeling quite as surely and with better effect than he does
the sick man’s.

If only the people would believe that good is more
contagious than evil, since God is omnipresence, how
much more certain would be the doctor’s success, and
the clergyman’s conversion of sinners. And if only the
pulpit would encourage faith in God in this direction,
and faith in Mind over all other influences governing
the receptivity of the body, theology would teach man
as David taught: “Because thou hast made the Lord,
which is my refuge, even the most High thy habitation;
there shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague
come nigh thy dwelling.”

The confidence of mankind in contagious disease would
thus become beautifully less; and in the same propor-
tion would faith in the power of God to heal and to save
mankind increase, until the whole human race would
become healthier, holier, happier, and longer lived. A
calm, Christian state of mind is a better preventive of
contagion than a drug, or than any other possible sana-
tive method; and the “perfect Love” that “casteth out
fear” is a sure defense.

Avtr) eivat pia eBelovtikn petagpaocn ota eAAnvika tov dpbpov
ue titho «Contagion» [Metadoon acBévelag], To omoio Ppioketat
oT1G 0eAideg 228-229 Twv Miscellaneous Writings 1883-1896 [Aia-
@opwv Eyypdowv 1883-1896] tng Maipng Mnéikep Evtv. Ilpokel-
pévov va doBei otov avayvaotn mpdcBacn otny apxikn Snlwon
™m¢ Xpotavikng Emotpng, mov avakdivye n Maipn Mnéikep

‘Evtv, 10 ayyAkd keipevo epgaviletar ot oelida mapdAAnia pe

TO HETAPPACHEVO Keipevo. AvTr 1) petdgpacn Sev €xel efetaotel
arno tov Ekdotiko Oiko g Xprotiavikng Emotriung nj and to Xop-
Bovho twv AtevBuvtwy g Xplotiavikng Entotiung.

METAAOXZH AXOENEIAX

O, 1t PAémet 0 avBpwog, O, Tt atoBavetad, 1) pe omotovdr)-
ToTe TPOTO avTidapBavetat, Oa mpémet va To CLANAPeL péow
Tov vou- emedn i avtidnyn, n aiobnon, kat n cvveidnon
avikovy 6To vou kal oxt otnyv VAnN. Iapacvpopevor amd
To gupéwg amodekTo pedpa tng OvnTNg okéyng dixwg va
ap@pdlovpe yioo TNV EYKLPOTNTA TWV CUUTEPATHATWV
NG, KAVOULLE AVTO IOV KAVOLV KL Ot dAAoL, o TELOVUE AV TO
TIOL TUOTEVOLV OL AANOL, Kat Aépe avtd ov Aéve ot dAAoL.
H kotvr} ovvaiveon eivat HeTadoTikn, Kat KAVEL TV appw-
OTLo KOMNTIKT).

O k000G ToTEVEL OTIG HOAVOUATIKEG KAl HETAGOTIKEG
appwoTieg, kat 0Tt 0 kabévag Statpéxel Tov kivouvo va
VOOT|OEL a0 AVTEG KATW a0 OPLOPEVEG ALTiEG TTOV TIPO-
SwaBétouv N avaotatwvovy. AvTH 1 Voegpny KATAoTAON
TIPOETOLUALEL KATIOLOV VA VOOT|OEL OTAY TTapovatalovTat ot
TIEPLOTATELG TIOV AVTOG TUGTEVEL OTL TPOKANOVY TNV a0é-
veta. Eav mioteve pe tnv idta ethikpivela 0Tt vyeia eivat
KOAANTIKY OTav kdmolog éNBet 0 emar| pe vyteig avOpw-
1ovg, Ba KOANoOE aUTH TNV KATAOTAOT), TNG VYELaG TOVG,
70 (010 BéPata Kal e KaADTEpa amoTeNETHATA AT AVTT]V,
nov Bwvet o acevrq.

Makdpt 0 KOOHOG Vo TOTEVE OTL TO KAAO €ival IO
HeTASOTIKO T’ TO KAKO, oL 0 Bedg eivat 1) mavTtaxol ma-
povaoio- Tooo Mo oiyovpn Ba fTav 1 emTUYIA TOV YIATPOL
KAl 1] QVOROPPWOT) TWV ApapTwA®Y armd tov kAnpiko. Kat
pakapt o appwvag va evlappuve tnv miotn 010 Oed 0 av-
TV T KatevbBuvon, kat v miotn 0to Nov mévw amd oheg
TIG AANEG eMIPPOEG IOV KLPEPVOLV TN SEKTIKOTNTA TOV OW-
patog tote 1 Beoloyia Oa Sidaoke Tov avBpwmo onwg Si-
Sake 0 Aavid: «Emeidr) ov tov Kuplov, tnv eAnida pov, tov
Yyiotov éKapeg Kataguylov oov, v Béhel oupuPaivet eig oe
KAKOV, Kat paoTig Sev Beler mAnotale e Ty oknviy cov.»

Etol Ba petwvotav Bavpdoia n epmotoodvn Tng av-
BpwnOTNTAG OTNY HETASOTIKY APPWOTLO- KAl KATE TNV iSta
avatoyia Ba avEavotav n miotn otn Svvaun Tov o va
Bepamevel kat va owlet TNV avBpwmdTnTa, PEXPL ONOKAN PO
TO YEVOG TV avOpwTwy va yvoTave TLo LYLES, AYLO, EV-
TUXLOHEVO, Kal Hakponpepevov. Mia yaAnvia, XpLoTiavikni
KATAOTAOT) TOV VOV glval KAADTEPT TPOAY Yo TNV HeTa-
SOTIKN appwoTia A’ OTL Eva QAPUAKO, 1) artd omoLadnmoTe
AN Bepamevtikr pébBodo- kat n «tekeia Aydmn» mov «éfw
Suwket Tov OPov» gival oiyovpn mpooTaacia.
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